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It was February 1793. For just one week Britain had been at war with
France. The country was mobilizing; militia regiments were hasten-
ing to their posts. This is the story of the Oxfordshire Regiment, and
one of its officers-Henry Thomas Austen.

On Thursday last the Oxfordshire Regiment of Militia, lately embodied
here, marched from hence on their route to Newbery [slc], Berks. Their
Military Deportment, and Alacrity for Service, did honour to the County.
The whole Regiment manifested an Ardour for opposing and subduing
the Enemies of this Country, intemal or extemal. Opposite Christ Church
they made a halt, whilst they struck up "God save the King," joined by
some thousands of spectators, and accompanied by the Band of the
Regiment; after which they resumed their March amidst the Shouts and
Acclamations of a vast Concourse of People. (lOl,9Febl793)

At this moment Henry Austen was not yet a soldier, but a Fellow at
Oxford University. He was to become a soldier and then an army
agent, a banker and then a bankrupt, and at last, a clergyman. He
would escort his sister Jane on her travels, become her literary agent,
and after her death be her first biographer. In this biography his
statement that Jane's life "was not by any means a life of event"
(NP&P 3) received much attention from critics and unduly influ-
enced much later Austenian commentary. This article illustrates how
the military career of Henry,lane Austen's Soldier Brother, relates to
his sister's life and art. It also restores a balance between the army
and navy. Jane Austen's naval connections have been often noted.
This is because of the book lane Austen's Sailor Brothers by
J. H. and Edith C. Hubback (1906) about the two youngest Austen
brothers, Francis and Charles, who both became Admirals, and
because of the prominence of naval characters in Jane's books
Mansfield Park and Persuasion.Her soldier brother Henry's military
experiences have hitherto been neglected.

Henry was born at Steventon on June 8, 1771. He was privately
educated by his father, the Rev. George Austen, who ran a school in
his Rectory for a few boys of good family. When Henry was flfteen
his cousin, Eliza de Feuillide, wrote of him that "it is most prob-
able that he will soon be obliged to reside at Oxford" (AP 122,
9Apr1787). His father had been sixteen at matriculating, and his
eldest brother James only fourteen. The Austen men entered St.
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