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LETTER NO. 136, 1817

People do exist who denigrate Jane Austen and declare that, among other
things, she hated children. Surprising, if this is the case, that she should go to
so much trouble as to write this charming New Year’s letter backwards to a
little niece. It is to Cassy, daughter of Captain Charles Austen. Cassy had
just turned eight years old at the time.

The text, for those who do not wish to puzzle it out:

My dear Cassy

1 wish you a happy new year. Your six cousins came here yesterday, and had each a piece
of cake. This is Cassy’s.! birthday, and she is three years old. Frank? has begun learning
Latin. We feed the Robin every morning—Sally often enquires after you. Sally Benham
has got a new green gown. Harriet Knight® comes every day to read to Aunt Cassandra
—Good bye my dear Cassy—Aunt Cassandra sends her best love, and so we do all.
Your Affectionate Aunt

Jane Austen

Chawton, Fan. 8.

1. Daughter of Francis Austen. 2. Eldest son of Francis Austen, aged eight. 3. Identified by
Chapman as possibly a village child.

Permission to publish this letter is graciously given by the Pierpont Morgan Library.



